INTRIGUES

No careful inquiries were made about his position at
home; to make him presentable at court it was sufficient
that he should come from 'a long way off,' in fact, not be
a fellow-countryman.

The interest shown at that time in exclusively evan-
gelical circles in the unusual apparition of a Catholic, and
at Court, of a dignitary of the Catholic Church, sprang
from a similar source. In the days of Frederick William
III it was an interesting break in the general uniformity
when any one was a Catholic. A Catholic fellow-pupil
was regarded without any denominational ill-will, but with
a sort of amazement, as an exotic apparition; not without
some satisfaction at his showing no traces of St. Bartholo-
mew, the stake, and the Thirty Years' war. In the house-
hold of Professor von Savigny, whose wife was a Catholic,
the children, when they reached the age of fourteen, were
allowed to choose their religion. They all chose their
father's evangelical creed, with the exception of one, who
was my own age, and afterwards became envoy at the
Federal Diet and one of the founders of the Centrum.
At the time when we were both either in the first class
at school or at the University, he spoke without any trace
of polemics about the motives of his choice, referring to
the impressive dignity of the Catholic services, but also
adducing as a reason that on the whole it was much more
distinguished to be a Catholic, 'after all, every silly boy is
a Protestant.'

Conditions and feelings have changed during the last
half-century, and political and economical developments
have brought every variety of nationality, both in and out
of Europe, into closer contact one with another. At the

present day it would be impossible in any Berlin circles to
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